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Tamar Akhalkatsi?
Sokhumi State University

Reflecting the Areopagitic concept of the evil and the good
in Romanticism and in the Previous Literature

Abstract. The represented work refers to how the areopagetic concept of the good and
the evil is reflected in the Georgian romantic poetry and the Old Georgian literature. This
theme is discussed at the background of the poetic heritage of the Georgian poets Al.
Chavchavadze, Gr. Orbeliani and N. Baratashvili. The aim of the research work is to analyze
the data concerning the reflections and receptions of the interrelations of such notions as the
evil and the good evidenced in the Georgian literature of the mentioned period and even
earlier. What is the essence of the evil and the good as seen from the view of the Georgian
romanticism poetry and what the traditional understanding of the problem is? It is necessary
to determine the interrelations between the good and the evil in general, in order to
understand deeply the poetic ideas of the mentioned period of Georgian literature. The
influence of the areopagitic ideas on the Georgian poetic thinking is obvious beginning from
the time when the Georgian scholar Ephrem Mtsire translated the Areopagite philosophical
works into Georgian. The romantic understanding of the ideas of good and evil needs to be
thoroughly studied as the poets of the romanticism in the Georgian poetry created the ideal
world in their imagination and they were trying to make those ideas and understanding
rooted in the real life. One of the most important rings in the chain of the romantic ideas
about the idealistic universe is the divine good, the lack of which produces the evil. The
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results of our research allowed us to conclude the following: 1.The understanding of the
ideas of the good and the evil in the Georgian poetry is usually based on the areopagitic
concepts. It is possible the poets of the romanticism were not familiar with the areopagitic
philosophy but those ideas were traditional for them rooted in the Georgian literature by the
epoch of renaissance. 2. For the poets of romanticism the good meant the freedom, freedom
of the State as well as the personal freedom and restraining the freedom meant declining
from thee good. Lack of good gave birth to the evil which became the basis for all kinds of
disruptions — disruption of the State and of the person. 3. In the concept of romanticism the
evil is very long-lasted phenomenon; as for the good it is very short-time, it is characterized
as “being only for a moment”. Such perceptions of the phenomena of the good and the evil
are conditioned by spiritual dissatisfaction and disruption among the whole nation.

Several researching methods are used in the analysis given in our work; these methods
are: analytical, synthesis, abstraction, observation. Complex using of the mentioned methods
enables us to analyze our problematic thoroughly. In order to make our researches of the
romanticism and areopagitic insertions and reminiscences more clear, we used the historical-
comparative methods which enabled us to provide deep analytical research of the historical
roots of the Georgian romanticism poetry.

Key words: good, evil, areopagitics, concept, romanticism, poetry, Georgian, literature,
ancient, spirituality, good, evil.
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