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Lia Gablishvili?
Sokhumi State University

Georgia-China Trade and Economic Cooperation, the Basis of Stratetigic
Partniorship Between the Two Countries

Abstract. Today China is one of the main partners of Georgia in the trade and eco-
nomic spheres. There’s a large inflow of investments from china, which positively
affects the economy of Georgia. There are new perspectives due to china’s current
leaders — Xi Jinping’s initiative — “One belt, One road”, in which, Georgia is actively
participating. Moreover, Georgia has a special place in this project, because it acts as a
transport-transit hub, which connects Eurasia.The article discusses Georgia-China
economic relations from the 1990s to the present. Raising this topic is conditionned by
the fact that cooperation in the trade and economic sphere is the central issue of the
Georgian-Chinese political-diplomatic dialogue. This is why this segment of Georgian-
Chinese relations is relatively fully developed scientifically by Georgian researchers
(predominantly economists — Larisa Korghanashvili, Paata Aroshidze, Ramaz Putka-
radze, Mariam Grigalashvili, Irakli Sirbiladze and Mikheil Mghebrishvili, Davit Aptsi-
auri and others.). Joseph Larsen, Senior Advisor to the USAID Office of Strategy and
Programs, has some interesting observations on the importance of Georgia-China eco-
nomic cooperation. Some issues of Georgian-Chinese economic cooperation are analy-
zed in detail in the publications of Chinese analysts. Chinese materials, in some cases,
even cover Georgia-China relations in the economic sphere in more detail. There are
issues that are covered only in Chinese publications and these materials were not
available to Georgian researchers until now. Based on these studies, this section of the
paper presents a general picture of economic cooperation between the two countries.

Keywords: Georgia, China, economic relations, "One Belt, One Road" projectt.
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